DISCOURSE. 


* 


UPON THE 


Intermediate Have, 


SHEWING, 


That all Righteous Souls, or True Believers, are 
upon "army off their DR 


. Ando hb over OY 


That the Sadduczan and Uncharitable Doctrine of 
the Souls of all Men dying or periſhing with 
their Bodies is inconſiſtent with all Religion, 
both Natural and Revealed; and tends as much 
to the Deſtruction of Souls as moſt Errors the 
Grand Deceiver ever inſtilled into the. Hearts of 
Men, and that no Man can propagate. Xt, unleſs 
blinded and ruled IF Satan. . 


„„ 


To Day ſhalt thou be with me in Prod Taka xxiii. oj 
Bleſſed are the Dead which die in the Lord, Rev. xiv. 13. 
Cod hath given to us eternal Ii 5 this Life is in his Son. 

He that hath the Son, hath Lift, and he that. hath not the Son 
9 ag not r Liſe, I _ v. 11, 12. 25 : 


* FI" 


oe. 1 ä 


© ON O 0 9 5 
Printed for the Au r HO R, 25 
And fold by J. Fox in Weftminſter-Hall, 790. 
Price * | 


* 


| 


* 


— rr 


** 


/ 
/ 
* 
' 
*, K 
. 
* 4. * 
0 
« 
" 
- 
= *. 
#% | 
, « 
ks 
. 
* 
2 
, 
* 
1 
N 
* 
* 
* 
. * 
* 
2 
— _ , * 
. 
. 
. 1 „ 
« 
— — JI” — ä eek a OE OE POE AION 2 
* — Nee een — 


DISCOURS 


— State. 


8 Members or Children of the feſt Adam, we 
are all conceived and born in Sin through his 
Diſobedience to God in eating the forbidden 
7 8 Fruit, and thereby are liable to Death and an 
Ä cternal Separation from God, the Fountain of 
| Life and Goodneſs; but immediately, upon the 
Fall of the firſt Adam, it pleaſed God fo far to pity our Miſery, 
as to give us his Son, the ſecond Adam, and in him to make a 
ſecond or new Covenant for Man with Adam, in the following 
Words: The Seed of the Woman ſhall bruiſe the Serpent's Head, 
Gen. iii. 15. Here Chriſt is promiſed as a Saviour to all that 
truly believe in him; a Saviour to all his faithful and obedient 
Servants; firſt by ſaving them from the ſpiritual Death and Ruin 
of their Souls by Sin; and ſecondly, by delivering their dead 
Bodies at the Laſt Day from the Power of Death and Corrup- 
tion, and changing them into glorious, ſpiritual, and incorrup- 
tible Bodies; ſo that in the Salvation of righteous Men by 
Chriſt there are two Things; Firſt, An everlaſting Deliverance 
of their Souls from. the Government of Sin and the Devil at the 
End of their ſpiritual Warfare, and taking them to himſelf, as 
Members of his myſtical Body, to be Partakers of his Glory: 
A S And, 
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Aud. "NS OV After that, a Deliverance of their Bodies from | 
Death and Corruption at the Laſt Day.. | 
And it cannot be otherwiſe, becauſe tho' Death Gin He 
Body from the Soul, yet it cannot + ſeparate the Soul from Chriſt, 


and therefore it muſt be happy with him after Death; and 


agreeable to the Belief of this Doctrine, the Church of England, 


in her Office ſor the Funeral of the Dead, juſtly declares, that 


the Spirits of them that depart hence in the Lord live with God, 
and that the Souls of the Faithful, after they are delivered from 
che Burden of the Fleſh, are with God in Joy and Felicity, 
i. e. they are with Chriſt, as redeemed and living Members of 
him, and conſequently Partakers of his Glory. | 

Obj. Some Perſons, in oppoſition to this Doctrine, perhaps 
may affirm, that upon Man's Fall God reaſſumed the rational 
Life and conſcious Being he had given him, and ſo at Death, 
the whole Man (or Soul and Body) die together. | 

Anſ. This Objection is not only contrary (as will afterwards 
appear) to the whole Scripture, but is contrary to the common 


Senſe of Mankind; becauſe if God had reaſſumed the Life or 


conſcious Nature from Adam, he could not have made a new 
Covenant with him, nor could Man, without a conſcious Na- 
ture, or a Mind capable of diſcerning a Difference betwixt 
Moral Good and Evil, be more accountable for his Actions than 
Brutes are ; which brings me to ſet before you the important 
Doctrine, viz. That the Souls of the Righteous at Death are in 
| Foy and Felicity. And in order to ſet this Truth in a clear 
Light, I will firſt lay before you the Scripture Account of the 


Beginning and Nature of Man. 
Secondly, I'll proceed to lay before you ſeveral Texts of Serip- 


ture to prove the Doctrine, viz. that the Souls of the Righteous, 
ſo ſoon as they are delivered from the Burden of, the Fleſh, 8 


with Chriſt in Joy and 8 


r 


| * Note, Souls cf the Righteous are ſanctified and renewed before 
Death, but their Bodies are not raiſed, renewed, and glorified; till 


the Laſt Day. 


+ Note, It is impoſſible for a Mind ſeparated from its Body, and 
united to Chriſt, the Fountaia of Life) to die. ; 
1 ” I P TT +. Thirdly, 
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. - Thirdly, I'll ſnew that the Sadducean and uncharitable Doc- 
trine of righteous Souls dying with the Bodies is inconſiſtent 
with the Chriſtian Religion, and tends as much to the Deſtruc- 


tion of Souls as moſt Errors the grand Deceiver ever inſtilled 


into the Heart of Man. | 


I, I am then in the firſt Place to lay before you the Serip- 


ture Account of the Beginning and Nature of Man. | 


Nou after God had created the Heaven and the Earth, and 


order'd the Waters to bring forth Fiſh, and made Fowls 


to fly above the Earth in the open Firmament of Heaven, and 


the Earth to bring forth the living Creature after his Kind, 


Cattle and creeping Things, and Beaſt of the Earth after his 


Kind, Gen. i. 20, Sc. after this God ſaid, Verſe xxvi, Let us 


male Man in our Image, after our Likeneſs, &c. Accordingly, 


in the 2d Chapter of Gene/is, Ver. 7, we find that God formed 


Man's Body of the Duſt of the Ground, and breathed into his. 


Noſtrils the Breath of Life, i. e. a rational, moral, and living 


Spirit, or Spirit of a living Nature, by the Means of which he 
became capable of converſing with God, and entering into Co- 


venant with him, which, without a rational and accountable 


| : Spirit in him had been impoſſible ; ſo that Man we ſee was made 


up of Fleſh and Spirit, of Mind and Matter, a Compound of 


Angel and Brute; and agreeable to this Doctrine Adam, in his 


State of Innocency converſed with God, and had a delightful 
Enjoyment of him, *till he diſobeyed God in eating the for- 
bidden Fruit, and ſo fell from his high and happy State of Inno- 
cency, and by his Fall brought Sin into his Soul and the Sen- 
tence of Death into his Body: But he had not * his rational 


Soul or conſcious Nature taken from him, (as ſome groundleſiy 


imagine) becauſe in that Caſe Man had been incapable of re- 
ceiving a new Covenant; whereas God made a new Covenant 


Note, Man, by Virtue of his rational and moral Soul, ftands 
- higher (in the Scale of Beipgs) above the Brutes, than Angels do 
above Man; becauſe Man is capable of knowing, loving, and en- 
joy ing God and the Delights of Heaven, as the Angels themſelves 
are, (though not in ſo high a Degree) but Brutes cannot taſte intel- 
leQual, ſpiritual, and heavenly Fleaſures; they are as far diſtant 
from them, as beavenly Creatures are from earthly. > 


— 
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of Grace and Mercy in Jeſus Chriſt with Adam immediately 


upon the Fall; and by Virtue of the new Covenant it was that 


Abel died a Chriſtian Martyr, or a true Believer in the Promiſe 


of a Saviour; and from a Belief in the ſame Promiſe it was that 
Enoch walked with God, and was tranflated ; and from the 


ſame Faith that Noah became a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, and 


that Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, Moſes and the Prophets, held 


a delightful Communion with God while in their Bodies, or in 


this World all which plainly ſhew that the Soul or Mind of 


Man is a living Spirit, of a rational, moral Nature, or heavenly 
Extraction, capable of enjoying God and the Delights of Heaven 


as the Angels now do. 

But ane the Coming of Chriſt in the F leſh, and Life a and 
Immortality is brougbt to Light by the Goſpel, we there 
plainly ſee in Chriſt a Fountain of Grace open'd for the Pardon 


of Sin and a Deliverance from the Government of it, and for re- 
Roring all penitent Believers to the Favour of God, and of being 
| happy with him immediately upon putting off their. Veil of Fleſh. 


Agreeably thereto, Chriſt, before his Aſcenſion, order'd his 
Apoſtles to go into all the World, and preach the Goſpel to 
every Creature ; and at the ſame Time declared, He that be- 


lieveth and is baptixed fhall be ſaved; but he that believeth net 


Hall be damned. Mark xvi. 15, 16. 

And in Compliance to this Command of our Lord, all his 
Miniſters of the eſtabliſn'd Church baptize their Diſciples as 
Chriſt appointed, declaring in their- Catechiſm, that all who are 
thus baptized, or born of Water and the Spirit, are thereby made 


Members of Chriſt, Children of God, and Inheritors of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, — che nne 88 their Baptiſmal 


Covenant. 


My Buſineſs then is now to prove, from the holy Scriptures, 
that all true Believers, after they have gone through their proba- 


tionary State well, die living Members of Chriſt, and in him are 


- delivered from the Guilt and Power of their Sins, and ſo made 


righteous: and * happy for ever. 


** 
FE WF PIR * 


* Note, A rational Soul or Spirit, in a * of Innocency, as 
naturally enjoys ſpiritual ot heavenly Happineſs, as a Man in Health 


Firſt 


| erjoys bodily or _ Pleaſures. 


fo} 
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7 M firſt Proof I ſhall take from St. Jobn's Writings; who 
tells us from Chriſt himſelf, Jahn iii. 16, that God ſo loved the 
World, that, he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever bo- 
Jieveth in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting Life: And 
in the laſt Verſe of the ſame Chapter he further ſaith, He that 
belicveth on the Son hath everlaſting Life ; and he that believeth 
net the Son ſhall not ſee Life, but the Wrath of God abideth on 
him. And the ſame Doctrine is repeated in his firſt Epiſtle, 
Chap. v. Ver. II, 1a, where he plainly tells us, that God bath | 
given us eternal Life ; and this Life is in his Son. He that 
hath the Son hath Life, and he that hath not the Son of God, hath 
wet Life, -:. 

The Doctrine contained in the foregoing Words is plainly 
this, viz. that all true Believers, who die living Members of 
Chriſt, have in him a Deliverance from all their Sins, and the 
Gift of eternal Life; and that all, on the ather Hand, wha 
have not the Son of God, have no ſpiritual Life in them, are not 


delivered from their Sins, but die in n and ſo the Wrath * 


Ged abideth on then. 
O Obſerve, that the Life here mavtionad, Aich tus 4 
have in Chriſt, is a Life of a ſpiritual Nature, belonging to the 
ſpiritual, rational, and believing Part of Man; a Life that begins 
in the Minds of true Believers during their Abode in the Body; 
or this World, is improved above Conception, when they put 
off their Bodies, and the Chriſtian Warfare is over, and coms 
pleated at the Reſurrection, when their Bodies of Fleſh ſhall bor 
come ſpiritual and immortal. 

The Life in Chriſt above-mention'd conmat bs . in any. 
other Senſe z. becauſe wicked Men (who can enjoy an animal 
Life as well as the righteous) can't enjoy this. 

Nor can this Life in Chriſt be deferr'd till the Reſaweddion's 
becauſe if a Man is not a living Member of Chriſt, at the Death 
of his Body, when the Time of his Probation is over, he never 
Can, becauſe there is no Purgatory or ſaving Work after this Life. 
From all which it plainly follows, that all righteous Souls, To 
ſoon as they are delivered from the Burden of the Fleſh, are with 
Chriſt their Head in Joy and Felicity. Second 
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Second PROOF. | | 
My ſecond Proof ſhall be from the Words of our Saviour's 
Anſwer to the Sadducees, who not only denied the Reſurrection 
of the * but denied likewiſe the Exiſtence of Angels and 
Spirits: I take it from a Sermon of one of the moſt pious and 
learned * Divines that ever adorned the | Eſtabliſh'd Church. 
„The Words, faith he, which Chriſt's Argument is grounded 
% upon, occur in the 6th Verſe of the 3d Chapter of Exodus : 
«© am the God of Abraham, and the God of Iſaac, and the Go 


2 of Jacob. — I am, not, I was God was then God of thoſe 


< three Patriarchs, the lateſt of which had been dead above 170 
% Years, ſtill he continued to be their God. What could that 
c mean? Is he a God of lifeleſs Clay, of mouldering Carcaſes, 


é of Duſt and Rottenneſs? No ſure ; beſides with what Pro- 


.< priety of Speech could the Aſhes of the Ground be called 
ce Abraham, or Jſaac, or Jacob? Theſe Names are the Names 
c of Perſons, not of ſenſeleſs Earth, and Perſon always goes 
4 where the Intelligence goes; therefore Abraham, Iſaac, and 
© Jacob were till living. and intelligent ſomewhere or other, 
« when God declared he was ſtill their God; that is to ſay, 
« they were ſtil] alive as to their better Part, their Souls; he is 


é not a God of the Dead, but of the Living: Therefore the 


£ Soul ſurvives the Body: Therefore the Sadducees, who denied 
< the ſeparate Subſiſtence of Souls or Spirits were confuted 
& at once, and that by a very clear and 7 e Ru 


cs even from the Books of Moſes. 


“ There is one Thing more I have to obſerve upon the + Text; 
c namely, that ſome Perſons have preſumed to argue from the 
6 Words, For all live to him, that Souls do not actually live in 
« a ſeparate State, but only, that dead Men ſhall be recalled to 
Life, and that for the preſent they live only in God's Decree, 
& and in a metaphorical Senſe : But this is a forced Conſtruction 


of very plain Words, without Reaſon or Foundation for it. 


% To live to God, is a Phraſe which is to be underſtood i in oppo- 
6 ' fition to living in the Fleſh, or living unto the World; and it 


* Dr. Waterland's Sermon, V Veit. FI; - ED 
+ The Text is taken from Lake the 2oth, Ver. 37, 38, 5 
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« is of the ſame Import with what we meet with in Eeclefpaftes, 
« where it is ſaid, the Spirit ſhall return unto God who gave it, * 
„or with that of the Book of Wiſdom, The Souls of the 
4. Righteous are in the Hands of God. + This is what is meant by 
« living to God: They are under his Eye, and within his Pro- 
cc tection, in the viſible World, after having taken their Farewel 
« of this: In ſhort, when they have done with the Life that 
« now is, they yet remain, and are alive with God, enjoying 
his Preſence, and rejoicing in his Fay avour'and Protection.“ — 
So far Dr. Waterland. | 
Allowing his Interpretation to be true, as 51 think all Werte 
unbiaſs'd Men muſt, then it neceſſarily follows, that all righteous 
Souls are, immediately upon the Death of their Bodies, with 


Chriſt TO Head) in Joy and Felicity. 


| Thi:d PR O O F. 

My third Proof of this eee and true Doctrine ſhall be 
taken from St. Paul, Rom. viii. 6, 13, 14, where he tells us, 
that to be carnally minded is Death; but to be ſpiritually f 
minded is Life and Peace. Again, F ye live after the Nlaſb, ye 
hall die; but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the Deeds of th. 
Body, ye ſhall live. For as many as are led bythe Spirit of God, 
they are the Sons of God. 

The Apoſtle, in the foregoing Verſes, can't mean by Death, 
{here mentioned) bodily Death ; becauſe ſpiritually-minded Men 
are as liable to bodily Death, as carnally-minded Men are; and 
therefore the Apoſtle's Meaning muſt be, that carnally-minded 
Men are in a State of ſpiritual Death and Enmity againſt God 
and that ſpiritually-minded Men are Sons of God and in a State 
of ſpiritual Life; and that if they go out of this World in that 
di, they will immedi:tcly enter upon that heavenly Life 


— 


| * Ecclefiaſtes XVil. 7. + Aim iii. l. 

Þt Nate, If Man had not a Mind of a ra ional and moral Natur. 
of a diſtinct Nature from the Body, there could be no DiflinQtion- 
betwixt a carnal and a ſpiri ual Mind in Man. But, 24/y, carnally- 
minded Men diſcern no Pleaſu'es above bo lily and worldly — 
ſures: But ſpititually- minded Men, who are riten w. th Chriſt, ſeek 
thoſe Things which a e above, and ſo ſet their Mﬀections upon God 


And 3 above, and not on '! . ngs k 
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IH (mentioned by St. Paul) which is now hid with Chriſt ; in God. 
On this Account it was that St. Paul exhorts the Coloſſians to 


ſeek the Things above, where Chriſt ſitteth at the Right Hand 


of God, and to ſet their Affections on them, in order to make 
them meet and fit (immediately upon Death) to enjoy thoſe 


heavenly Delights, that God hath given to us in Chriſt his Son. 


This muſt be the Meaning here of St. Paul; becauſe it can't be 


even ſuppoſed, that he would ſet the Colaſſians upon ſearching 


after heavenly Delights that could not be attained, as they never 


could, if the Souls (who were to enjoy them) died with their, 


Bodies; becauſe the Death of a Soul (after its probationary 
State in this World) implies an everlaſting Separation from the 


Enjoyment of God and all the Delights of Heaven. If a Man 


does not work out his Salvation while he continues in this 
World, after Death it will be too late, when Night is come no 


Man can work. | 
The Truth of the Whole is ſet in a clear Light * Se, Jahn, 
in his Firſt Epiſtle, Chap. v. Ver, 11, 12, where he tells us, 


that God hath given to us eternal Life, and this Life is in his 


Son: He that hath the Son, hath Life. (i. e. this eternal Life 
begun in him) and he that hath not the Son, hath not Life, Ci. e. 
no ſpiritual Life in him) but the Wrath of Gad abideth on him. 


So that from both the Apoſtles it plainly appears, that all who 


go out of this World living Members of Chriſt (as true Believers 
do) muſt immediately be with him in Joy and Felicity; and as 


the Union betwixt Chriſt and his living Members is made by the 


Spirit of Life, it is an Union that all the Powers of Hell and 
Death cannot diſſolve, and conſequently it muſt remain for ever. 


Fourth P ROOF. 


My fourth Proof I ſhall take from the Revelations, Chap. xiv 
Ver. 13. Bleſſed are the Dead, which die in the Lord, from hence- 
forth : Yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt * ow La- 
hours, and their Works do follow them. | 

By the Dead here, which die in the Lord, are meant all that 
go out of the World true Believers, all that go out of this World 


living Members of Chriſt, or all that with St. Paul have fought 


a good Fight, finiſh'd their Courſe, and kept the Faith ; all ſuch 


; : 


A 
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at Death are bleſſed; all ſuch at Death reſt from . Labour 
and their Works follow them. | 
Firſt, They reſt from their Labours, that is, their Chriſtian 
Warfare is now finiſh'd or at an End for ever. 
When Men are born of Water and of the Spirit, or made 
Members of Chriſt (the ſecond Ada by Baptiſm, they are at 
the ſame Time liſted under Chriſt's Banner, to fight againſt Sin, 
the World, and the. Devil, and continue Chriſt's fairhful Sol- 
diers and Servants to their Lives End. 
In this Warfare Men meg: with various and great Trials 
from all theſe three Enemies: The Luſts of the Fleſh war per- 
petually againſt their Souls ; the World by its Treaſure lifts un 
ſome to Deſtruction, and the Want of it brings down others 
\F into Deſpair ; and the Devil (that great Adverſary of Mankind) 
is always walking about, ſeeking whom he may devour and im- 
| merſe into endleſs Torments. 'F rom this dangerous State, and 
all the ſtrift Watchings and painful Labours neceſlarily attend- 
ing it, the Righteous who die in the Lord are for ever freed. 
They reſt from their Labours. | 
11 I now come to ſpeak of the bleſſed State of righteous Souls 
after Death; their Works follow them. Their Works of Faith 
and Holineſs, their Works of Piety to God, and Charity to the 
Souls and Bodies of Men, attend them as Principals of heavenly 
Joy; all the Works likewiſe of Regeneration, Sanctification, 
and Renovation by the Holy Spirit, appear in their Minds, en- 
abling and beatifying them, and making them meet to partake 
of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light; ſo that all righteous 
Souls at Death muſt be happy. They laid up (while upon 
Earth) Treaſures i in Heaven, and now enjoy them. | 


Fifth PROOF. 


Fear not them (faith Chriſt) which kill the Body, but are net 
able to kill the Soul, &c. Matt. x. 28, Here is plain Proof from 
| God himſelf, that Soul and Body don't die together; becauſe 
though Man is able to kill the Body, yet we are here expreſly 
told by Chriſt, that he is not able to kill the Soul, as he might 
be, if Soul and Body die together. See Dr. /hithy's Comment 
upon this Text. 4 
ES of | +02 | Ot. 
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Object. It hath been ſaid that this Text only points out the 
Diſtinction between this and the next Life, when Soul and 
Body are united, and future Puniſhments commence. 
Anſw. This hath been ſaid, but never proved ; and therefore 
where God ſaith one Thing and Man es N wiſe ** 


will eaſily know which 9 believe. 


Ard it came to + that the Beggar lied and was carried by 


Angels, &c. Luke xvi. 22, 23. _ 
The plain Intent of this Parable was to let u us 3 that 


righteous Men, or the Children of God, (though i in the loweſt 


State of Poverty i in this Worle) will at Death be with Chriſt in 
Joy and Felicity : And on the other hand, that wicked Men, or 


the Children of the Devil, (though rich and great in this World) 
will at Death be with him in Torment. 


This is ſo clearly the 


Meaning of the Parable, that I can't ſee how any upright Chri- 
ſtian or Chriſtians, without Guile, can deny it. No! they 


muſt die either hardened Sinners, that have loſt all Feeling of 


ſpiritual Things, or elſe in Wa 


Seventh PRO © F. 


And they 3 Stephen calling upon God and ſaying, — 


Jeſus receive my Spirit, Acts vii. 59. 
Dr. Whitby upon this Place ſaith, „“ It appears from hence 


that the Spirit of Man is a Subſtance, diſtin and ſeparate 


« from the Body, and which dies not with it; for St. Stephen 
<< prays not to the Lord Jeſus to receive his Body, but only to 
<« receive his Spirit, now to be ſeparated from it.“ 

This dying Prayer of St. Stephen ſeems to be taken from the 
dying Words of Chriſt, his Lord and Maſter, who immediately 
before he gave up the Ghoſt, ſaid unto God, Father, into thy 
Hands 1 commend my Spirit, Luke xxiii. 46. This holy 
Martyr in like Manner, juſt before Death, calls upon his Re- 
deemer (who then appeared to him) to receive his Spirit, or de · 
parting Soul; and that his Prayers were heard, appears fully 


from his being able, in his laſt MO to nw” for his 


Murderers. 


0⁰e ect. . 
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Object. It hath: been objected by one, who holds that the Soul 


and Body of Men die together, that the dying Requeſt of St. 
Stephen was for Chriſt to receive his Life. 


Anſw. If Soul and Body die together, what Life 0 the 
Martyr have to be received ? This ſeems to be directly contrary 


to the Objector's Principle; becauſe though Man hath a rational 


Soul as well as a material Body, yet he hath no Life ſeparate 


from both: So that I cannot underſtand what the Odjector 


means by ſaying, the Martyr called upon Chriſt to receive his 


Life, and I am apt to think no one elſe does; and fo I ſhall ſay 
no more till his Py is ſet in a clearer Light. 


Eighth. OR UF: 
Lord e mr N che Pitt 1 ) when thou 


| comeſt into thy Kingdom.” 


And Jeſus ſaid unto him, Fer:ly 7 fay. unto thee, 75.4 galt 
thou be with me in Paradiſe, Luke xxiil. 43. 

« The plain Meaning (Faith a late Writer upon the Interme- 
mediate State) of this gracious Anſwer from Chriſt, is neither 
* more nor leſs than this, that the penitent Thief ſhould be with 


him that very Day i in * Paradiſe, or a happy State.” 


And the Word Paradiſe here mentioned by our Saviour, makes 
the Caſe fo plain, that I am apt to fear that all who ſay this Pe- . 


nitent is not in a State of Happineſs, will ſay the ſame of Enoch 


and Elijah, Meſes and the Prophets; becauſe allowing one, I 
can ſee no Reaſon for diſallowing the other. 
Object. Some have ſaid that the Purport of our Saviour's Pro- 


| miſe was this, viz. To-day thou art certain of a Plate with me 


WI 


in Heaven ; it is a Thing already done and determined. 
 Anſw. This Objection is plainly inconſiſtent with the Words 


of our Saviour's Promiſe, and makes him ſay Words which he 
never ſpoke ; for he did not ſay that the Thief was certain of a 


Place with him in Heaven after the Judgment, (that being the 


Meaning of the Objector) but he only ſaid, 70 day Halt thou be 


* Note, The Place of good Souls departed (faith Dr. Lucas 1 


called Paradiſe, or Abrabam's Boſom ; but that of thoſe who are 
_ crowned at the Laſt Day, rhe n of th. * &c. Sermon | 
; upon Luke xvi. 22, 23. 


with 


[14] : 
with me in Parodi Je, or a State of Happineſs ; fo that this Ob. 
jection muſt be groundleſs ; becauſe the Paradiſiacal State that 
was promiſed to this dying Penitent is a temporary State, that 
ends before the State (this Objector makes) begins; for at the 
general Reſurrection at the Laſt Day, when Mercy and Juſtice | 
divide the World, and the Righteous are ſettled in the Kingdom 
of Heaven, and the Wicked ſentenced to Hell ; 3 then Mankind 
are divided into two and only two, different, eternal, and un- 
changeable States, viz. Heaven and Hell, ſo that, unleſs we 
careleſly ſuffer the grand Deceiver to ſhut our Eyes, we cannot 
but ſee two different States for righteous Souls. The firſt is the 
Intermediate State, or State of Separation betwixt Soul and Body, 
called the State of Paradiſe; the other is after the ReſurreQion, . 
when Soul and Body are united, and the End cometh, when 
Chriſt ſhall have delivered up the Kingdom to God, even the 
Father, 1 Cor. xv. 24. This bleſſed State is called the Kingdom 
of the Father. 

Now Chrift's Promiſe was in theſe Words, viz. To day ſhalt 
thou be with me in Paradiſe ; ſo that the Benefit of the Promiſe - 
was to take Place immediately upon Death; and therefore for 
the Objector to change both the Words and Meaning of our Sa- 
viour, muſt, I think, give him, upon a ſerious Examination, 
much Uneaſineſs. I wiſh it may open his Eyes, and bring him 
to a Sight of his Error before it is too late, that ſo at the part- 

ing with his Body he may be with Chriſt in Paradiſe. 


Ninth P R O O F. 
I ye believe not that I am He (faith * ye hall die 1 in 
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3.38 pour Sins, John vill. 24. 
7 4 Chriſt, the Son of God, came into the World on purpoſe to 
; 5 | deſtroy the Works of the Devil, and to deliver the Souls of Men 


from the Government and Guilt of Sin, to be happy with him 
at Death, and at the Reſurrection to deliver their Bodies from 
the Power of the Grave; and accordingly St. John tells us, that 
as many as received him, (v:z, Chriſt) to them gave he Power 
to become the Sons of God, 7. e. a Right to the Inheritance of 
the Saints in Light. Hence St. John tells us, that he heard a 
Voice from Heaven, ſaying, Bleſſed are the Dead that die in the 
Lerd, __ iv. 1 3. 9 On 


. 


3 15 5 

On the 3 hand, all who believe not in Chriſt, or receive 
not him as the only Saviour of Man, ſhall die in their Sins, i. e. 
under the Government of Sin and the Devil, and te red 3 
at Death lift up their Eyes in Hell Torments. 

Here we plainly ſee an unſpeakable Difference betwixt = 
Righteous and Wicked at Death: The Righteous, or rough 
lievers, are then with Chriſt their Head in Joy and licity; 3 
the Wicked and n, with the Devil their Head in 
Torments. SET 

The Truth of all that hath been ſaid upon this Head, will e 
appear from the different Effects made in the Minds of Men by 
the Government of Chriſt and his Word on one hand, and the 
Government of Sin and the Devil on the other: All that have 


their Minds filled with the heavenly Light and Purity of Chriſt's 


Spirit, become thereby meet to partake of ſpiritual Joys with 
Chriſt when looſed from their Bodies: On the contrary, all 
whoſe Minds are filled with diabolical Darkneſs and Sin, and 
afterwards die in their Sins, muſt be ſeized _ by the Devil, 
and be with him for ever. | 

To deny this and ſay, that the Souls of the Righteous and 
the Souls of the Wicked are in the ſame State of Non-perception 
after Death, is altogether as groundleſs, as ſaying there is no 
Difference betwixt the Minds of heavenly and helliſh Angels, or 
with the Sadducees, that there are neither Angels nor Spirits, as 
will appear more fully under the next Head, —— wherein I 
am to ſhew, 

Thirdly, That the Sadducean and uncharitable 1 of 
righteous Souls dying with their Bodies, or being without all 
Perception when ſeparated from their Bodies, is inconſiſtent with 
the Chriſtian Religion, and tends as much to the Deſtruction of 
Souls as moſt Errors the grand Deceiver ever inſtill d into the 

Hearts of Men. 
Upon the Fall of the firſt Adam, Chriſt (the ſecond Adam) 
was promiſed as a Redeemer of fallen Man, and accordingly he 
came into the World in due Time, and gave us his divine Laws 
of ſaving Truth and Holineſs, and at laſt laid down his Life as 
an Attonement for the Sins of Men; and after his ReſurreRion 
and Aſcenſion, he ſent his Holy Spii to guide his Diſciples into 
. N al 
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16 61 1 
all Truth, and to fit and PF their Souls to live with him in 
Joy and Felicity *till the general Reſurrection; and then to raiſe 
| their Bodies, glorified Bodies, that ſo their Souls and Bodies 
may be happy and glorious together for ever. | 
This Doctrine all the upright and faithful Members of 5 | 
eſtabliſh'd Church hold; and in this Point the very Effence of 
the true and ſaving "OM of the Goſpel conſiſts, vix. in deli- 
vering the Soul of Man from the Government of Sin and the 
Devil, and bringing it under the Government of Chriſt and his 
holy Life- giving Spirit, by which Blefling the Mind becomes | 
qualified for the Enjoyment of ſpiritual Happinels without its 
Body; ; ſo that true Religion conſiſts in raiſing the Soul from the 
Death of Sin unto the Life of Righteouſneſs, and thereby pre- 
paring it to live with Chriſt in Joy and Felicity when ſeparated 


from its Body. In this Point (as ] faid before) the very Sub- 


ſtance of the Chriſtian' or Goſpel Religion conſiſts, and there 
can be no other; becauſe after Death there is no Regeneration, 
Sanctification, and Renewal of the Soul, no working out a 
Man's Salvation, nor any Purgatory to ſave a Man dead in his 


Sins; becauſe all muſt be judged according to the Works done 
by them in their Bodies before Death ; and not for Works done 


by others after their Death. 
And therefore if Souls be not ſaved PENN their Sins, and ſo 


* happy with Chriſt when they leave this World, I don't ſee 
how they ever can. And on this Account, what Hopes of fu- 
ture Happineſs ſuch nominal Chriſtians, as think Soul and Body 


die together, and are ſo ſpiritually blind as to diſcern no rational 


or moral Happineſs the Soul is capable of enjoying without its 


Body ; what Happineſs, I fay, ſuch nominal Chriſtians can have 
at the Reſurrection with Chriſt, who had none with him be- 
fore, I cannot ſee; and if they would conſider ſeriouſly, and 
ſtrictly enquire into the Grounds of their Hope, I believe they 
would find it nothing more than craſty Suggeſtions thrown into 
their Imaginations by, the ou Deceiver, to keep them eaſy 


Noto, le cannot be a true and ſaving religion dof it ſaves 
Men from their Sins, and reſtores them again to God's Favour, and 


2 Participation of h's Goodneſs. 
and 


Fc of 
and ſecure in their ſpiritual Blindneſs, in order thereby the mote 
eaſily to ſeize upon their Souls when parted by Death. it 

Object. But perhaps it may be ſaid by ſome, that though the 

Soul dies with the Body, yet both will be brought”to Life again 
at the Reſurrection, and then the Man' will be judged according 
to the Work done in his Body. 
Anſio. This Objection is groundleſs; bend as the Chriſtian 
Warfare is begun at Baptiſm, and ends at Death, fo the Foun- 
dation of future Happineſs or Mifery muſt be laid during that” 
Time, and conſequently all Men muſt be happy or miſerable at 
Death, according as they have behaved well or ill in this Life. 
They who have followed Chriſt, muſt at Death be with him in 
Joy and Felicity: They, on the other hand, who have ſunk 
itito ſuch a State of ſpiritual Blindneſs as to follow the Devil, 
muſt be with him in endleſs Torments; becauſe after Death 
and the Pony State, the Sinner and his Sins cannot be 
parted. 

Beſides, if the helliſh Sins of wicked Souls, and the heavenly 
Graces of holy Souls, are for ever annihilated at Death, (as they 
muſt be if Soul and Body die together) then it' will be im- 
poſſible for the ſame Souls to riſe again with their Bodies. 

Secondly, The holy Angels, who went through their proba« 
tionary State well, were confirmed in a State of endleſs Happi- 
neſs ; on the other hand, the Angels who kept not their firſt 
Eftate, but fell from it, are now (in their intermediate State, be- 
twixt their Fall and Judgment) in Shame and Torment, and 
have been ſo above 5000 Years; and as we have no Ground to 
think it will be otherwiſe with good and bad Men at Death, 
when the Time of their Probation is at an End for ever: So we 
may fairly conclude, that the Righteous, or true Followers of 
_ Chriſt, will be with him (at Death) in Happineſs ; and that . 
the Wicked (at Death) will be with the Devil in Torment; 
and that all of them will continue in their different States till 
the Laſt Judgment, when righteous Souls, wich their glori- 
fied Bodies, ſhall be ſettled in Heaven for ever, and the fallen 
Angels and wicked Men ſhall be finally ſentenced *to Hell, 
where the Worm dieth not, and where the Fire never goeth out. 

G | Third, 
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_ Thirdh, It is impoſſible for the Souls of Men, who. were 
born of Water and the Spirit, and departed out of this World 
living Members of Chriſt, to die : Sin and Death (when their 
Warfare is over) can have no more Dominion over them. Ac- 
cordingly we read, that at Death the Duſt (or Body) ſhall re- 
turn to the Earth as it was, and the Spirit ſhall return to God 
who gave it, Eccleſiaſtes xii. 7. And in the ſame Book, Ecileſ. 
iii. 21. Who knoweth the Spirit of Man that goeth upward, 


and the Spirit of the Beaſt that goeth downward te the Earth? 


— —- Biſhop Patrick's Paraphraſe upon this Text is as follows, 


_ wiz. As for the Spirit, that makes all the Difference between 


« the Beaſts and us, that is inviſible ; and where ſhall we find a 
« Man, eſpecially among thoſe great Perſons (ſpoken of before) 
« who ſeriouſly conſiders it, and believes that the Souls of all 


« Mankind go to God that gave them, Chap. xii. Ver. 7. to 


6 be judged by him, (Ver. 17 of this Chapter) whereas the 


4 Souls of Beaſts periſh with them: No! herein they differ 


cc nothing at all from Beaſts, they having buried their Minds in 
ce brutiſh Pleaſures, they have no more Senſe of a future Life 
4 than they; but imagine that their Souls die together with | 
<« their Polies; ſo ſenſeleſly ſtupid are they.” So far the Biſhop. 
— And as the Spirit, or rational Soul of every true Chriſtian or 
Believer, is capable of ſeeking thoſe Things that are above, where 
Chriſt ſitteth at the Right Hand of God, and of ſetting its Aﬀec- 


tions upon them, and of growing in Grace and the Knowledge 


and Love of God, even in this World, then without doubt it 
muſt come into a much fuller Enjoyment of thoſe Things, when 
ſeparated from its Veil of Fleſh, and appears a LG Menden 
of Chriſt in the World of Spirits. 

I will give you the Words of a very eminent * Divine upon 
this Subject. In his Diſcourſe upon Death, Cap. 1, SeR. 2, 
where he tells us, That as ſoon as we ſtep out of theſe Bodies, 
„ we ſtep into the other World, which is not ſo properly an- 
ce other World (for there is the ſame Heaven and Earth ſtill) 
& as a new State of Life. To live in theſe Bodies, is to live in 


— — 


2 Er. Sherlock, late Dean of St, Paul's | 
| | | 6 this 


[ a9] 


« this World, to live out of them is to remove into the next ; 
« for while our Souls are confined to theſe Bodies, and can 
« look only through theſe material Caſements, nothing but what 
ce jg material can affect us; nay, nothing but what is ſo groſs, 
ce that it can reflect Light, and convey the Shapes and Colours 
« of Things witFit to the Eye; ſo that though within this vi- 
e ſible World, there be a more glorious Scene of Things than 

* what appears to us, we perceive nothing at all of it; for this 
C Veil of Fleſh parts the viſible and inviſible World; but when 
cc we put off theſe Bodies, there are new and ſurpriſing Won» 
© ders preſent themſelves to our View; when theſe material 
* Spectacles are taken off, the Soul with its own naked Eye ſees 
& what was inviſible before, and then we are in the other 
„ World, when we can ſee it and converſe with it: Thus St. 
& Paul tells us, that when we are at home in the Body, we are 

* abſent from the Lord; but when we are abſent from the Body, 
« we are preſent with the Lord, 2 Cor. v. 6, 8. 

c What would we give now for the leaſt Glimpſe of the 
% Glories of that inviſible World, which the firſt Step we take 
c out of theſe Bodies will preſent us with? There are ſuch 

6 Things as Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither hath ãt 
entered into the Heart of Man to conceive: Death opens our 
«« Eyes, enlarges our Proſpect, preſents us with a new and more 
<< glorious World, which we can never ſee while we are ſhut up 
6 in Fleſh.” 

From hence it ne appears, that this great Man thought the 
Soul ſurvived the Body, and that it was at Death (if righteous) 
in Joy and Felicity. 

I hall now proceed to ſhew, that this Doctrine of the Soul's 

Materiality and Mortality is contrary to the Chriſtian Baptiſm. 
contrary to the Goſpel Account of the Reſurrection and Laſt 
Judgment, inconſiſtent with a devout Uſe of the Goſpel Ordie 

nances, inconſiſtent with the Offices in the Common-Prayer 

Book of the Eſtabliſh'd Church; and laſtly, AY with 
All Religion, both natural and revealed, | —__ 
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Firſt, This Doctrine of the Soul's Mortal ity is incon- 
ſiſtent. with the Benefits that all true Chriſtians expect from 
obſerving their Baptiſmal Covenant, wherein they were made 
Members of Chriſt, Children of God, and Heirs of eternal Life; 
becauſe upon obſerving their Part of the Covenant, and follow- 

ing Chriſt in this World, they are in Hopes 2 being in Happi- 
ke? with him as ſoon as they are out of it, when Chriſt the 
Head ang his living Members can be no more parted, 3 
This muſt be * allowed, otherwiſe there can be no Difference 
at Death betwixt thoſe who were baptiſed into Chriſt, the ſecond 
Adam, and died living Members of him, delivered from their 
Sins, and others who rejected Chriſt and died in their ON or 
Members only of the firſt and fallen Adam. 

But, 'Secongly, This Doctrine of the Soul's Mortality is is incon- 
ſiſtent with the Goſpel Account of a Reſurrection and future 
Judgment ; 3 becauſe if the rational Soul is without all Motion 
and Perception after Death, then jt muſt be annihilated ; and 

in that Caſe, the riſing Body will have no Soul to be united to, 
nor is it capable of being judged without its rational Part, (the 


Soul) becauſe if that be dead, and ceaſes to perceive, then all its 
Works, whether good or bag, (for which Men are to be judged) 
muſt for ever ceaſe with it; becauſe they can have no Exiſtence 
but in perceiving Minds: So that this Doctrine of the Soul's 
_ Jying with its Body intirely ſets aſide the Goſpel Account of g 


general Reſurrection and future Judgment. 
And therefore the State the Soul is in, when it . hs 
Body, (whether good or bad) in that it muſt continue 'tiil the 


General Reſurrection and Laſt Judgment, when the Equity and 
Righteouſneſs of God's Proceedings with Men will be ſet in a 
clear Light before Men and Angels. 


Thirdly, This Doctrine of the Soul's Mortality i is inconſiſtent | 
vith 2 devgut and true Uſe of the Goſpel nne of the 


- Ne ote, Original Sin, or the Seed of Corruption from the firſt 
Adam, naturally turns a Man, if ru ed by it, into a fallen Spuit : 
As the Seed of Grace ſrotn Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, (if attended 
to) naturally turns a Man i to a Spiri of Light, Holineſs, and 
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Word, Prayer, and the Holy Sacraments; for though it is poſ- 


ſible for a Man to read the Scriptures in ſeveral Languages, and 
for want of Faith be nothing better, and ſay his Prayers as the 


Hypocrites did, Matt. vi. 5, to be ſeen of Men,and receive the 8a- 


crament without any ſpiritual Benefit; though I allow that a Man 
who holds the Soul's Mortality, or even an Infidel or Atheiſt 
may do all this; yet it is impoſſible for a Man, who by reading 
the Scriptures improves his Mind with heavenly Light and Holi- 


neſs, and by devout Prayer grows in 'Frace and the Knowledge 


of Chriſt, and by receiving the He / Sacraments becomes one 
with Chriſt, and Chriſt with hint; it is impoſſible, I fay, 
for ſuch a Chriſtian to believe that the Soul and Body die to- 
gether, becauſe every ſuch true Chriftian ſees, by the Eye 


of Faith, that it is impoſſible for a rational Soul, with the Spirit 
of Life in it, to die. 7 


The Candle of the Lord (* faith Dr. hed) is er up in the 
«, Breaſt of every Man.” By this Candle of the Lord, Men 
get through Faith a clear Light of the Goſpel, and when this 
Candle, or Lamp of the Lord, is filled with the Divine Light 
of the Word, and ſo ſupplied by the Light of Life, it is then 


at Death inſeperably united to it, and can then never go out, 
and conſequently the Soul, in which it exiſts, can never die. 


Fourthly, This Doctrine of the Soul and Body dying to- 
gether is inconſiſtent with the Offices in the Common-Prayer- 
Book of the Eftabliſh'd Church, inſomuch that no Clergyman 
thereof, who believes this Sadductan Doctrine, can read the 
Morning Service, the Communion Service, the Office of public 


Baptiſm, the Office for the Viſitation of the Sick, or the Funeral 


Office, without acting againſt his Belief in God's Service, and 


conſequently againſt Conſcience ; becauſe in all theſe ſeveral * 


Offices, the happy State of good Men immediately upon Death 
is plainly and fully taught, 


Fiſthly and Laſtly, This Doctrine of the Soul's Mortality, or 
that at Death there is no Difference between the Souls of the 
Righteous and the Souls of the Wicked, i RAY to the 


* Tas 
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eſſential Difference betwixt moral Good and Evil, and incon- 
ſiſtent with all Religion, both natural aud revealed; becauſe if 
there is no Difference after Death, betwixt a ſpiritual and a 
carnal Mind, or a Mind adorned with Faith, Holineſs, and 
moral Good on one hand; and another Mind filled with Infide- 
ty, Sin, and moral Evil on the other: If, I ſay, the Minds or 
Souls of theſe two Men (fo different in this World) fall imme- 
diately upon Death into the ſame State of Nonperception, as 
Brutes at Death do, then there can be no Difference — 
Faith and Infidelity, or moral Good and moral Evil; and con- 
ſequently no Religion, either Natural or Revealed. 

So that this Doctrine of Men's Souls dying with their Bodies 
- (as the Souls of Brutes do) is contrary to all Religion, both na- 
tural and revealed, inconſiſtent with the Belief of a Heaven or 
a Hell, turns Men into Brutes, and may juſtly be looked upon 
as a Doctrine as much tending to the Deſtruction of Men's 
Souls, as moſt Errors the grand Deceiver ever inſtilled into 
the Heart of Man. Is it poſſible then for any Man to pro- 
pagate or promote this W unleſs firſt blinded and led 


dy Satan? 


Thi CONCLUSI 0 N, 


And now, by way of Concluſion, I will from the Order and 
Nature of Things, and Scripture Light plainly ſhew, that all 
true Chriſtians, or holy Souls, upon putting off their Bodies at 
Death, riſe up immediately above all earthly Things, and dwell 
with Chrift their Head in Glory and Happineſs ; and that all 

wicked and impenitent Men, who live under the Government 
of their fleſhly and ſinful Lufts in this World, will at Death 
fink below the Earth, or Rank of all earthly reaps into 
Hell, or the great Abyſs, amongſt the Devils. | | 
And in order to clear this up, let it be conſidered, that the 
whole Creation is made up of a ſpiritual and material World, or 
of rational and bodily Creatures, and that of all Creatures the 
holy Angels ſtand ia the firſt Rank, always and every where be- 
holding the Face of Cod in Heaven: On the other hand, the 


Dells are ſaid to be in IIell, or under the Earth, becauſe of 
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all Creatures in the Scale of Beings, they are the * loweſt or the 
__— Man was created a Member both of the ſpiritual and 
| ſenſible World, and ſo hath rational or ſpiritual Faculties to en- 
joy God, and all the Deiights of the ſpiritual World, as well as 
| bodily or ſenſible Faculties to enjoy the delighting Objects of the 
ſenſible World; and accordingly now (in this State of Proba- 
tion) he is capable, by a right Uſe of his rational Powers and 
the Word of God, of riſing up into a heavenly State amongſt 
the holy Spirits, or liable, by an Abuſe of them, to fall down 
into a helliſh State amongſt the Devils. fs, 

If he riſes up (as he promiſes at Baptiſm) above the Govern- 
ment of the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh ; if he believes in 
Chriſt, and is led in all his Ways by the Laws of his holy 

Spirit; he then ſtands at the Top of human Excellency" in this 
World, and he cannot riſe higher in the Scale of Beings, till he 

puts off his fleſhly Robe of Mortality, and is with Chriſt in 

Glory and Felicity. | ET 

But if on the other hand, he falls downward under the Go- 
vernment of the Devil, the Werld, and the Fleſh, and inſtead of 

+ Repentance, ſinks lower and lower under his ghoſtly Ene- 
mies, till at laſt he is ſunk under ſuch a State of ſpiritual Blind- 


8 


* No/e, The Devils fland in the loweſt and vileſt Rank in the 
whole Scale of Beings; all other living Creatures, as the Beaſts of 
the Field, the Birds of the Air, and the Fiſhes of the Sea, have their 
proper Food from God. and ſuitable Objects of Delight: But the 
Devils (through Sin) have loſt their Power of enjoying God and 


all heavenly Obje&s, and are funk below the earthly Nature into 


the vileſt and loweſt Rank of all Creatures. — Hence Hell is ſaid to 
be under the Earth; becauſe the Devils are of all Creatures the 
loweſt and vileſt ; and Heaven is ſaid to be above the Earth, or 
material World, becauſe heavealy Spirits ſtand in the higheſt Rank 
of all Creatures. 7 NP | | | 

+ Note, A Man may fall into great Sins, and continue in them, 
and yet at laſt, by Repentance and the Grace of God, may rie up 
above the Government of Sin and the Devil, and become a true 
Servant of Chriſt, and die in Peace ; but if initead of Repentance he 
ſinks into ſuch a State of ſpiritual Blindneſs and diabolical Wicked- 
neſs, as to propagate the Doctrine of true Chriſtians dying as Brutes 
die, viz, without all Perception after Death, he can't fall lower, 
except it be into the State of loſt Spirits, | 

| - Belk © 
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tu) 


neſs, as to hold that the Soul is incapable of enjoying any Hips 


pineſs without its Body; when this is the Caſe, the Man is 
fallen into the loweſt Scale of human Depravity in this World, 
and cannot fink lower unleſs it be into *. or the great Abyſs 
amongſt Devils. 

So that the Chriſtian Life, or Religion of the Goſpel, is a 
progreſſive State, and conſiſts in renouncing and ſubduing the 
Government of Sin and the Devil, and in growing in Grace 


and the Knowledge of Chriſt, till we finally become one with 


Chriſt, and Chriſt with us, and be thereby prepared to be at 


Death with Chriſt in Joy and Felicity. 


In this ſingle Point true and ſaving Religion canſills vix. in 


regenerating, ſanctifying, and renewing the Mind, or Soul, and 


thereby fitting it to enjoy God, and ſpiritual and glorious De- 5 
lights in its ſeparate State, or without its Body. 


